memorandum for the record 

SUBJECTS Kennedy Casket 


On February 16. 1966, Mr. John M. Steadman (DOD) and Col. William A. 

Knowlton (Amy) met with Dr. Robert H. Bahmer, Archivist of the United 
States , Mr. Herman Kahn, Assistant Archivist for Presidential libraries, 
and Walter Robertson, Jr., Administrative Officer, to make arrangements 
for the disposal of the Kennedy casket in KARS custody. 

Hds was the casket used to transport the body of President John F. 

Kennedy from Dallas, Texas, to Washington, D. C. , and which had become 
Government property in the custody of the National Archives. 

The casket was reddish-brown in color with a brushed satin polish and 
plain in appearance. The single lid was curved both at the sides and 
the ends , and was closed with two bolt clamps . Long fluted handles 
about an inch and one-half in diameter ran along both sides, with one 
of the handles slightly damaged by being bent at one end. I 2he casket 
was contained in a bluish-gray painted pine box. 

It was agreed that, based on technical advice to be received from DOD, 

NARS would make the object secure; and it would be turned over to DOD 
for w disposal” by dropping in the ocean. 

On February 17 , Commander Carlisle A. H. Trost visited the National Archives 
and instructed Messrs. Robertson and Lewis M. Robeson, Chief of the 
Archives Handling Branch, on the procedures to be followed in making; the 
object secure for dropping and sinking. Mr. Robeson followed these instruc- 
tions as set forth in his report. 

At 6:55 a.m., February 18 , Col. Khcwlton. Sgt. Stilvell, and Messrs. 
Robertson and Robeson rolled (on dollies) the object frcm the security 
area of the National Archives Building to an Air Force truck. The truck, 
with Col. Knowlton as a passenger, left the National Archives Building 
about; 7:05 a.m. 
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On Thursday, February 17> 19o6 s I was instructed by Mr. Walter Robertson, Jr. . 

dministrative Of freer, National Archives and Records Service, to tn «Vo the 
castoj and its wooden outer crate secure for turning over to the Department 
ot Defense. On February 17 a Commander Carlisle A. H. Trost inspected the 
casicet and crate and gave me specific instructions as to what to do. With 
the assistance of cue other employee, Mr. Leroy Talley, Labor Foreman, 

Archives Handling Branch, I carried out this mission in the following 
manner : 


a. Unscrewed lid of outer wooden crate and removed lid. 

b. Removed the stuffed padding which had been placed 
between lid of crate and casket and a plastic drop cloth 
used as a filler. 

c. Bored approximately forty- two (42) one-half inch holes 
■in che metal casket. Holes were bored at random through 
the top oi the casket, and through both sides and both 

of the wooden crate and casket. 

d. To open the casket snd place sand bags in it, the casket 
was raised up out of the wooden box higfc. enough to gain 
access to the handle locks (there were two bolt locks which 
made the lid secure) and the casket lid was opened. 

e. Three ( 3 ) sand bags weighing approximately eighty ( 8 &) 

pounds each were placed inside the casket. ' * 

f • 216 lid was then locked; and the casket metal banded 

and placed back in the wooden box. 

g. The stuffed padding was replaced on top of the casket. 

a " li-d the wooden crate was screwed back into place 

and several holes were bored in it. 

i* , The wooden crate containing the casket was then securely 
banded, and the crate placed on two dollies ready for rolling 
to the Archives shipping platform. 

Ihe job was completed at approximately 3:00 p.m., February 17 , at which 
time the Security Alarm controlling access to the storage area was activated: 
it was not deactivated until approximately 6:55 a.m., February 18 , 1966 . At 



